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For’ the Guide to Holiness. 


“WIINESS OF THE SPIRIT.” 


Ix furnishing a communication on this subject, I shall, for the most 
part, restrict myself to quotations from the admirable sermons of Wesley. | 
IIow clearly does he show, not only the fact, but also the necessity of | 
the direct Witness of the Iloly Spirit! | ! 

I would premise that he defines this Witness as “‘ An inward impres- 
sion on the soul, whereby the Spirit of God directly: witnesses to+my 
spirit, that Lam a child of God;” that Jesus Christ hath loved me, and 
given himself for me; and that all my sins are blotted out, and that J, 
even I, am reconciled to God.* In another place he adds: “ Mean- 
while let it be observed, I do not mean hereby that the Spirit of God 
testifies this by any outward voice ; no, nor always by an inward voice, 
although he may do this sometimes. Neither do I suppose that he al- 


$ Ways applies to the heart (though he often may) one or more texts of 
ses But the point in question is, whether there be any direct testimony 
oe of the Spirit at all? Whether there be any other testimony of the 
ae Spirit, than that which arises from a consciousness of the fruit? 
"Sermon 10. The Witness of the Spirit, 1. 7. tSermon ll. 2. 4. 
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I believe there is, because that is the plain, natural meaning of the : 
text, “ The Spirit itself beareth witness with our spirit, that we are the 


children of God.’ Itis manifest here are two witnesses mentioned, 
who, together, testify the same thing — the Spirit of God and our own 
spirit. ‘The late Bishop of London, in his sermon on this text, seems | : 
astonished that any one can doubt of this, which appears upon the very | 
face of the words.* ‘I'he witness of our own spirit, says Wesley, is “A 
consciousness of having received, in and by the Spirit of adoption, the 
tempers mentioned in the word of God, as belonging to his adopted 
children, even a loving heart toward God and toward all mankind, 
hanging with child-like confidence on God our Father, desiring nothing 
but him, casting all our care upon him, and embracing every child of 
man with earnest, tender affections; so as to be ready to lay down our 
life for our brother, as Christ laid down his life for us; a consciousness 
that we are inwardly conformed by the Spirit of God, to the image of 
his Son, and that we walk before him in justice, mercy and truth, doing 
the things which are pleasing in his sight.t 

‘‘ What, then, is the other witness?) This might easily be learned, if 
the text itself were not sufficiently clear, from the verse immediately 
preceding —‘ Ye have received, not the spirit of bondage, but the 
spirit of adoption, whereby we cry, Abba, Father.’ It follows, ‘the 
Spirit itself beareth witness with our spirit that we are the children of 
God.’ ” 

‘This is further explained by the parallel text, Gal. 4: 6, ‘ Because 
ye are sons, God has sent forth the Spirit of his Son into your hearts, 
crying, Abba, Father.’ Is not this something immediate and direct, 


not the result of reflection or argumentation? Does not this Spirit cry, 


‘Abba, Father, in our hearts’ the moment it is given! antecedently to 
any reflection upon our sincerity, yea, to any reasoning whatsoever | 


_ And is not this the plain, natural sense of the words, which strikes any 


one ag soon as he hears them? All these texts, then, in their most 
obvious meaning, describe a direct testimony of the Spirit. 

“That the testimony of the Spirit of God must, in the very nature 
of things, be antecedent to the testimony of our own spirit, may appear 
from this single consideration. We must be holy in heart and life, be- 
fore we can be conscious that we are so.t But we must love God be- 


*Sermon 10. 1: G. tSermon 11. 3.1. 


t And he might have added, We cannot be conscious of joy, or peace, or any 
grace of the Spirit, until we have it. For how can we rejoice till the Spirit tes- 
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fore we can be holy at all; this being the root of all holiness. Now 
we cannot love de till we know he loves us;’’ we love him. because 
he first loved us. ‘f And we cannot know this ~ to us, till his Spirit 
Witnesses it to our spirit. Tall then, we cannot believe it; we cannot 
siy, ‘ The life which I now live, I live by faith in the Son of God, who 


sail me, and gave himself for me.’ 


Then, only then, we feel, 
Our interest in his blood, 


And ery, with joy unspeakable, 


Thou art my Lord, my God. 


Since, therefore, the testiniony of his Spirit must preeede the love of 
God and all holiness, of consequence it must precede our conscious- 
ness thereof, 

And here properly comes in, to confirm this Scriptural doctrine, the 
experience of the children of God: the experience, not of two, or three 
— not of a few, but of a great multitude, which no man can number. It 
has been confirmed, both in this, and in all ages, by a cloud of living 
and dying witnesses. It is confirmed by your experience and mine. 
The Spirit itself bore witness to my spirit that T am a child of God, 
gave me an evidence hereof, and I immediately cried, Abba, Father 
And thus T did (and so did you) before I reflected on, or was conscious 
of, any fruit of the Spirit. It was from this testimony received, that 
love, Joy, peace, and the whole fruit of the Spirit, flowed. 

“ But this is confirmed, not only by the experience of the children 
of God, thousands of whom can declare, that they never did know 
themselves to be in the favor of God, till it was directly witnessed: to 
them by his Spirit, but by all those who are convinced of sin, who feel 
the wrath of God abiding on them.” “hese cannot be satishied with any 
thing less than a direct testimony from his Spirit, that he is ‘‘mereitul 
to their unrighteousness, and remembers their sins and imiquities no 
more.” ‘Tell any of these, You are to know you are a child of God, 
by reflecting on what he has wrought in) you— on your love, Joy and 
peace — tod will he not immediately reply, By all this I know I am 


lifies that we are forgiven? Till then we must view ourselves as sinners, abiding 
under the wrath of God, however muc we mi Ly struy vole to be free. not 


enough that ac Is id by the Governor, and the pardon placed on the 


records of the State ; he must know it, or he cannot rejoice 
of the fact. 


[tis note nough to 


IMmvwke me weep that my mother is dead, [I must be aware 
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a child of the devil! I have no more love to God than a devil has; my 
carnal mind is enmity against God. I have no joy in the Holy Ghost; 
my soul is sorrowful, even unto death. I[ have no peace; my heart is a 
troubled sea; I.am all’storm and tempest. And which way can these 
souls possibly be’ comforted but by a divine testimony not that they 
are good or sincere, or conformable to the Scriptures, in heart and 
life,) but that God justifieth the ungodly; him that, till the moment he 
is justified, is all ungodly, void of all true holiness — him that worketh 
not, that worketh nothing, that is truly good —still he is conscious that 
he is accepted, not for any works of righteousness which he hath done, 
but by the mere free mercy of God — wholly and solely for what the 
Son of God hath done and suffered for him? And can it be otherwise, 
if a man is “‘ justified by faith, without the works of the law?” If so, 
what inward or outward goodness can he be conscious of, antecedent 
to his justification? Nay, is not the having nothing to pay, that is, the 
being conscious that there dweileth in us no good thing — neither in- 
ward nor outward goodness—essentially, indispensably necessary, before 
we can be “‘ justified freely, through the redemption that is in Jesus 
Christ.” Was ever any man justified since his coming into the world, 
or can any man ever be justified, till he is brought to that point,— 


*‘] give up every plea beside, 
Lord, [am damned — but thou hast died! ”’ 


‘‘ Every one, therefore, who denies the existence of such a testimony, 
does, in effect, deny justification by faith. It follows that either he 
never experienced this, either he never was justified, or that he has for-. 
gotten, as St. Peter speaks, the purification from his former sins, the 
experience he then had himself of the manner wherein God wrought in 
his own soul when his sins were blotted out. 

“The experience even of the children of the world here confirms 
that of the children of God. Many of these have a desire to please 
God; some of them take much pains to please him. But do they not, 
one and all, count it the highest absurdity, for any to talk of ‘ knowing 
his sins forgiven?’ Which of them even pretends to any such a thing! 
And yet many of them are conscious of their own sincerity. Many of 
them undoubtedly have, in a degree, the testimony of their own spirit, a 
consciousness of their own uprightness. But this brings them no 
consciousness that they are forgiven, no knowledge that they are the 
children of God; yea, the more sincere they are, the more uneasy they 
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generally are, for want of knowing it; plainly showing that this cannot 
be known, in a satisfactory manner, by the bare testimony of our 


spirit, without God’s directly testifying that we are his children.” * 
IT. H. Mupee. 


For the Guide to Holiness. 


CHRISTIAN HOLINESS—ITS NATURE. 


HTavine, in the three preceding numbers, established the obligation, 
how resting on all Christians to seek and attain Christian holi- 
ness; I now proceed to discuss the nature of this great blessing. 
Much has been written upon this vital point. Sull, a diversity of 
opiuion prevails—some believing the blessing to be nothing more 
than a completed regeneration; and others believing it to be 
an instantancous work of grace, wrought in the soul after regen- 
cration, WM answer to earnest prayer and mighty faith. I have 
bestowed much prayerful thought upon this controverted subject, 
besides carefully examining the Scriptures, the voluminous writings of 
many of the holy dead, and consulting the voice of Christian experi- 
ence. I am, therefore, not wholly unprepared to give my views, though 
humble in their pretensions, on this all-important and Scriptural doc- 
trine. For these views I am alone responsible. I only ask the candid 
and impartial reader to consider them patiently, in the light of all the 
evidence adduced in the case, and then to receive or repudiate them, 
as an enlightened and sanctified judgment may dictate. Permit me to 
say, then— 


1. Christian holiness is not justification. 
It is a forensic decision, rendered in the 


violated Jaw 1s set 


This is a mere legal aet, 


declaring one’s innocence. 
high chancery of heaven, whereby the penalty of the ed-ta 
aside, and the sinner is pardoned. ‘To illustrate -—A criminal i under 
sentence of death; the day of execution approaches, but the Governor 
interposes, and pardons the judicial victim. “This official act only re- 
leases him from the impending penalty of the law, but does not change 
his heart. He is a murderer still, though pardoned, and legally uncon- 


"Sermon 11: 3. 
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demned. T’hat is, justification is a work done for us, and not in us, 
It is an outward verdict of acquittal; not an inward renovation. It js 
pardon of past offences ; not a new creation. 

2. It is not Regeneration. I use this term in its strictly technical 
sense, and not in the more extended sense of renovation. The word js 
of Latin origin. It is derived from gencro, to be born, and re, again. 
It is used only twice in the Greek 'T'estament—once in reference to the 
creation of the new heavens and earth, at the end of this world, and 
once in reference to the sacrament of baptism, as typical of the renew: 
ing of the Holy Ghost. In both cases, the word is po/ygenesia, deriv- 
ed from polin, again, or a second time, and genesis, a birth. Hence, 
regeneration, radically and theologically speaking, is a new, or second 
birth. It is a mysterious work of the Spirit, wrought in ws ; implying, 
{. A new moral creation, effected by the Holy Ghost, whereby the 
affections are renewed and all their objects changed. 2. A divine in- 
fusion of spiritual life—As God breathed into Adam the breath of life, 
and he became a living soul—we being naturally dead in trespasses 
and sins, but thus powerfully quickened to newness of life, having 
thereby. a conscious illumination of the Holy Ghost, and a lively relish 
for all spiritual things. 3. An implantation of new graces, or the pro- 
duction of new gracious, mental exercises—as faith, hope, and charity, 
not to mention many others,—the soul being thus preternaturally begot- 
ten again into a lively hope, by the resurrection of Jesus Christ from 
the dead. Further :—this work is always instantaneous and concom- 
tant with justification. It admits of no progress, no degrees—being 
wrought suddenly and mysteriously. Says Mr. Wesley, in reference 
to a tract whose heretical doctrines he repudiated :—‘‘ It all along 
speaks of regeneration as a progressive work. . . . f¢ ts not true. 
See his Sermons, vol. 1, page 405. Once more he says :—‘ A child 
is born in a moment, or at least in a very short time. . . . - - + ‘In 


like manner, a child is born of God in a short time, if not in a mo- 


ment.” See his Sermons, vol. 1, page 406. Mr. Watson, speaking o! 
regeneration, says :—‘‘ It is as special and instant a work of God as 
justification, and for this reason that it . . . . always accompanies 
it.’—Institutes, page 268. Here Mr. Watson calls it an “ Trstant 
work of God.” Says Dr. Dwight :— This change 1s instantancous. 
Theol., vol. 3, sermon on Regeneration. Says Dr. Fisk :—‘ When 
God renews the heart, he does it at once.’’—Calvinistic Con., page 26*. 
Again ; it is conditioned on one act of faith, and consequently must be 
completed ‘as soon as the act is performed. This is implied in every 
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condition—unless stipulated to the contrary, Says St. John :—‘‘ Who- 
soever believeth that Jesus is the Christ, is born of God.” 1 John, 5 

1. This belief is not progressive; but there is a time when it is in- 
stantaneous. Hence, at that moment full regeneration is received. 
Let not this point be lost sight of, for it 1s capital to the argument, as 
will now appear. For what does the instantaneousness of the new 
birth prove! Obviously, that there is no such thing as a progressive 
regeneration, and that when the soul is regenerated, it is either fully 
sanctified, or, that sanctification consists of a higher and subsequent 
work of grace. One of these conclusions inevitably follows. ‘There 
can be but two views :—either sanctification is perfectly synonymous 
and concomitant with regeneration, or it is a distinct and subsequent 
attainment. If the first hypothesis be true, then the Bible reveals no 
great and subsequent blessing for Christians in this life, which is the 
object of earnest prayer and the end of powerful and victorious faith in 
Christ. Ifthe latter be true, then it does reveal such a future and glo- 
rious blessing. Now, which view best accords with the Scriptures ! 
What regenerate person can read the Bible.with faith and prayer, and 
feel that he has received all the fullness of its great salvation?) Will 
he not discern much unoccupied ground? many unappropriated and 
precious promises? a greater deliverance from sin! and heights of 
grace unattained ? as well as depths of love unexplored!) Most obvi- 
ously ; for to be born is one thing, and to grow up to be a man ts an- 
other thing. So, to be born again, or the second time, of the Spirit, is 
one thing, and to grow up from a_ babe in Christ, drinking milk, to a 
spiritual man of full stature in Christ, eating meat, is quite a diflerent 
thing, Infancy and manhood are two extremes, two different states, 
Aud in general, it is, in my opinion, just as proper to say, that when a 
child is fully born, it is a full grown man, as to affirm that when a 
child of God is completely born again, or regenerated, it is entirely 
sanctified, As manhood ts not a progressive birth, so also s sanctilica- 
tion, or the stature of a perfect man in Christ, is not a progressive 2ew 


birth. or gradual regeneration. ‘The diflerence between a child and a 


man is not in nature—the child having all the parts of a man—but in 
So regeneration: and sanctification are re- 


enlargement and maturity. 
Once more :—That sane tilica- 


latively holy states, differing in degree. 
obvious from the fact that after the new birth 


tion is not regeneration 1s 
not jn dominion, but in captivity ; not actual 


sit remains in the heart ; 
Ss 
condemning sin, but sin the Scriptures call unrighteousnes 


for * all unrightcousness Is sin.” It is a kind of sin which is more the 


| 
| 
Fi 
¥ 


~™ 


12 


rw 


3 | GUIDE TO HOLINESS. 


APP LODO ODL 


~ 


fruit of the fall, than of voluntary transgression ; for the latter js all 
pardoned. It is the uncondemning but yet the uncleansed virus of the 
soul, the remains of original infection, the tree being only cut down, 
and the sprouting roots being left to re-germinate and exhaust the un- 
developed resources of the soil. Says Mr. Wesley, ‘* Every babe in 
Christ is holy ; and yet not altogether so. He is saved from sin; yet 
not entirely. It remains, though ‘it does not reign.”’—Wes. Ser., vol. 
11, page 13. ‘This idea is fully confirmed by the Scriptures. Hence, 
it is our duty to believe, even though we cannot explain this point. 
The Bible reveals many things which are inexplicable, but yet credi- 
ble; which no human capacity can comprehend, but which every 
Christian is bound to admit. It records facts, not modes. Hence its 
statements are to be implicitly believed, on the authority of the IToly 
Ghost,—not philosophically explained. ‘he former requires the docil- 
ity and confidence of a disciple ; the latter admits of human dogmatism 
and infidelity. 

It is alleged, then, that the Scriptures do constructively reveal the 
fact that a certain kind of sin remains in the heart after regeneration, 
These Scriptures challenge our faith. By proving the presence of a 
degree of “ filthiness of the flesh and spirit,’ and incomplete sanctitica- 
tion in persons only regenerated, and the possibility of being fully 
cleansed from this pollution, and “ wholly” sanctified in this life, they 
unquestionably prove that the new birth does not embrace entire sanc- 


tification, but that this is a subsequent and more glorious deliverance 


from sin. I rely on two passages, though many may be cited. The 
first is found in 2 Cor., 7: 1: “ Having, therefore, these promises, 
dearly beloved, let us cleanse ourselves from all filthiness of the flesh 
and spirit, perfecting holiness in the fear of God.’ 1. Here consider 
that these Corinthians were ‘“ dearly beloved” brethren, or regenerate 
persons. 2. Though ‘“ dearly beloved to an inspired apostle, yet they 
were tainted with “ filthiness. of the flest and spirit.” 3. They were 
exhorted by St. Paul to ‘‘ cleanse”’ themselves from it, ‘ perfecting ” or 
finishing “ holiness,’’—that is, to be cleansed by faith in the blood of 
Christ. Are not these deductions legitimate? Do they not prove the 
point in question? Further: says the same apostle: ‘‘ The very God 
of peace sanctify you wholly ; and I pray God your whole spirit, and 
soul, and body, be preserved blameless unto the coming of our Lord 
Jesus Christ.”—1 Thess., 5: 23. 1. Here consider also that these 
Thessalonians were regencrate persons, for in the 14th verse St. Paul 
says, ““ We exhort you, brethren.” In the 25th he says, ° Brethren, 
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pray for us.” 2. They were not “ wholly” sanctified. 3. The apos- 
tle prayed that they might be “ wholly” sanctified, not at death, but 
then. 4. He also prayed that their “ whole spirit, and soul, and body,” 
after being “ wholly ” sanctified, might “ be preserved blameless,” not 
during the death-struggle, nor merely a few hours prior to death, but 
from that identical time forth, ‘unto the coming of our Lord Jesus 


Christ,” that is, until Christ should come by death and take them to 


heaven. Are not these inferences sound?) Are they not necessary 
corollaries from the text? Such is the unambiguous voice of the eternal 
Word. from all this, it is plain, that after regeneration, sin, or  un- 
righteousness,” or “ filthiness of the flesh and spirit” remains in the 
soul; not bringing guilt and condemnation, but involving a partial and 
subjective unholiness, and creating the necessity of a subsequent and 
more efficacious deliverance from its uncleansed pollution. This is a 
work of grace differing, in many particulars, from regeneration, and 
denominated in the Scriptures holiness, or sanctification. 


For the Guide to Ioliness 


INCENTIVES TO HOLINESS. 
NO. 2. 


7. Another incentive for us to seck and obtain holiness of heart, 
is the consideration that the cate of salvation will soon be elosed. 
Thouch it now stands open wide for all, both night and day, and 
all are invited and urged to become holy, while the gracious state 
of probation lasts, yet, at longest, it must soon close.“ For our 
life is asa vapor that appeareth for a little tine and then Vanishes 
away.” And,as soon as life ceaseth, the gate of salvation closes. 
But salvation is now offered to all. Full redemption is proclaimed 
lo every man. . Sanctification and holiness are now sct forth Upon 
gospel terms — without money and without price — before the 
Whole world. «The Spirit and the bride says, Come : and let 
him that heareth, say Come : and let him that ts athirst, come: and 
Whosoever will, let him take the waters of life freely.” “This 1s 
salvation from beginning to end, offered to all — offered freely — 
offered in all its fullness. But the period hastens, when salvation 
from sin — from al] sin —shall no more be proclaimed, no more 
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offered. Then it will be too late. Christian reader, art thoy | 
sanctified? If not, for thy life, present and eternal obtain jt 
now. 

8. Again we should be holy, and devote ourselves wholly to 
God, when we consider the price which was paid for our ransom, 
“Ye are not your own; for ye are bought with a price.” And 
that price is exccedingly precious. “Tor we are not redeemed | 
with corruptible things, such as silver and gold,” but with the pre- 
cious blood of our Lord Jesus Christ. ‘ He was bruised for our 
Iniquities — the chastisement of our peace was upon him, and 
with his stripes we are healed.”  Tfis blood was poured forth for 
the redemption of the whole world; ‘ For without the shedding 
of blood there is no remission.” Thus the Savior bled. and gave 
his life for us, that we “might be redeemed from all iniquity.” 
And shall he bleed and die in vain? Never let it be thus, believ- 
ing one, with thee! The ransom is given, the price is now paid : 
“therefore, glorify God in your body and spirit, which are his.” 
] Uor.; 6: 20. 

9, Another prominent incentive to holiness, we may here 
mention, is, that it will efficiently prepare us to love and enjoy 
God. We are commanded to “love the Lord with all our heart, 
mind, and strength.” But how can we do this? We cannot, 
unless we are made holy. But “being made free from sin,” we 
not only “have our fruit unto holiness,’ but we also “love God y 
with all our heart, and our neighbor as ourself.’ We are prepar- | 
ed, then, in an eminent degree, to enjoy God, both here and 
hereafter. For godliness has the promise, not only of this lie, 
but the life to come. Our Savior, also, has pronounced a bless- 
lng upon all those who are pure and holy.“ Blessed are the pure 
in heart, for they shall see God. To see God, is to enjoy him, 
whether in his ordinances here, or in that blissful world above, 
where serephic choirs hymn his praise, and “the spirits of the 
just made perfect” eternally rejoice. Let us “ be holy, even as he 
is holy,” and we shall then love God supremely, and finally enjoy 
him in beatific vision for ever. | 

10. We should be stimulated and encouraged to seek for holiness 
of heart not only because “it is his will, even our sanctification, 
but because Christ hath faithfully promised it to all who seek and 
sincerely desire it.‘ Blessed are they who hunger and thirst after 
rizhteousness, for they shall be filled.” «* Ask and it shall be given, 
seck and ye shall find, knock and it shall be opened unto you.’ 
‘“ Whatsoever ye ask in my name, believing, ye shall receive. 
‘For every one that asketh, receiveth.’ | “ Ask whatsoever ye 
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will, and IT will do it.””. ‘These are the promises of God. They 
are “exceeding great and precious,” for they comprehend all 
God's will concerning us—even our.sanctification. They are 
faithful and true because what God hath promised he will fulfil: 
what he hath spoken he will graciously perform. Again he hath 
expressly said, “ LT will sprinkle clean water upon you, and ye shall 
be clean: a new heart, also, will L give unto you,a new spirit will 
[put within you.” Here Jehovah speaks, and his words are 
sure and steadfast ; and what he, in his love and righteousness, 
hath spoken, his own Almighty hand will-do. Let us believe all 
his promises that we may have a saving application of the merits 
of the great atonement to our full and complete salvation. © Dear- 
lv beloved, having these promises, let us cleanse ourselves from all 
lilthiness of the flesh and spirit, perfecting holiness in the fear of 
God.” 

11. Another motive that should induce us to become holy is 
not only the loveliness of its character, but the increasing plea- 
sures, chjoyments and glorious developements of a life of holiness. 
A life of holiness is a progressive work —ever progressive, Step 
by step we ascend from “the horrible pit’? up to the throne of 
God. But there isa period when every believer may know he 
is Wholly sanctified to God, And when he is once holy he may 
sull grow in grace. He is then efficiently prepared to live and to 
crow, to advance and to increase, until he arrive at *: the full stature 
of a perfect. man in Christ Jesus.” “ For the path of the just ts 
as a shining light that shineth more and more, even unto the per- 
feet day.” llow many blessings does the sanctified (Christian here 
enjoy: and then in prospect he enjoys all those © things God hath 
laid up for them that love him!”? Remember how vast, how mul- 
tiplied., how noble these blessings are! Yea, how glorious, too, 
and enrapturing! [or we not only enjoy. the bliss of those who 
Know all their sins forgiven, but 


“Wo more than taste the heavenly powers, 
And antedate that day!” 


Christian believer, look aloft, and “remember that the happiness 
of heaven is-not only unmingled and consummate ; not only unin- 
terrupted and immortal,’ but overflowing and boundless. In 
lis presence is fullness of joy, and at his neht hand pleasures 
for evermore.” Let these considerations induce thee to seck a 
full conformity to all thy Saviors will. 
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12. ‘There are numerous and important motives to persuade men 
to become holy, and to become holy now. The holy Sabbath, the 
Ministers of grace, the sanctuary of God, and the glorious cospel, 
all should quicken us to action and diligence, purity and holiness, 
The holy Sabbath faithfully returns its mild and sweet season of 
grace, that earthly objects may not engross our thoughts and _pre- 
vent our preparation for immortality. Ministers proclaim to us 
the glad tidings of great joy, and point out to us the sure road 
to heaven. ‘The sanctuary unfolds its doors, and invites us to 
enter in and be saved. ‘The gospel still shines to direct our feet 
and to quicken our pursuit of the inestimable prize of holiness, 
which is before us all. In view of the many blessings God hath 
already conferred upon us, and the numerous motives sct before us 
to become holy, let us, with all diligence, make our calling and 
election sure. Our Father hath promised us all things. Let us. 
therefore, become the rich heirs to all things; for it is our ines- 
timable privilege. ‘For he is able to save unto the uflermost, 
seeing he ever liveth to make intercession for us.” Jerusalem, 
awake, arise! Children of Zion’s King, claim your purchased 
blessing. All heaven stands inviting. Now the proffered grace 
is given, and each may in Christ a hearty welcome find! “ Will 
you be made whole?”’? ‘Then, in steadfast faith and prayer, cry 
out — 


* Come, Savior, come, and make me whole ; 
Entirely all my sins remove ! 
To perfect health restore my soul, 
To perfect holiness and love.” 


Urbana, O., Jan., 1847. 


VTIIOUGHTS ON PERFECT LOVE. 


A man may think himself perfected in love when he ts not. 

But a man in his senses can never think he has no sinful pas- 
sions when he feels them. 

A man would most certainly discern his sinful tempers, if he 
did not shut his eyes against the light. Pe 

A man may seek perfection, and not know distinetly what 11s. 

But in order to gain it, it is necessary he should know its nature. 


This salvation he can never gain till he is willing to part with 
all sin. 
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Is ably sustained. Among the sermons is one by Rev. David Dyer, 
of Dorchester, Mass, on “f THE DIVINE BEAUTY AND DESIRABLENESS OF 
notiness.”’ We are permitted, by the editor, to make the following 
extract :— 

That the possession and exhibition of Gospel holiness is an expression 
of Divine beauty. 

Wuarthis gospel holiness is, we find plainly presented in the word of 
God. There it is taught both by the direct assertion of the Spirit, and 
by the example of the saints. It is possessing the mind that was in 
Jesus Christ. It is loving God with all the heart, the soul, and strength. 
It is putting off the old man which is corrupt according to the deceitful 
lusts: and putting on the new man, which after God is created in 
righteousness and true holiness. It is doing all things to the glory of 
God. 

Would you know the separate features of this moral beauty? It is “that 
wisdom, which is from above, and is first pure, then peaceable, gentle, 
easy to be entreated, full of mercy and good fruits, without partiality, 
and without hypocrisy.”’ It isthat purity which loathes sin, and avoids 
‘the appearance of evil.” Itisthat humility which exclaims, “If thou, 
Lord, shouldest mark iniquities, O Lord who shall stand?” It is that 
meekness which js patient under injuries, and receives with cheerful 
submission “ the ingrafted word which is able to save the soul.” It is 
that filial submission which says to God, “ Not my will but thine be 
done.’ It is that devotion which finds its meat in doing the will of 
God. It is that moral sympathy which “ rejoices with them who do 
rejoice, and weeps with them who weep.” It is that manly energy 
which ‘keeps under the body and_ brings it into subjection,” and 
“walks worthy of the Lord unto all pleasing.” It is that heavenly ar- 
dor “which presseth forward towards the mark for the prize of the high 
calling of God in Christ Jesus.” 

Amidst all the beauties which surround us, there 1s none so strikimrg 
nor attractive as this; neither is there any so beautiful or enduring. 
This is beauty which assimilates the man to God,—which attracts the 
admiration of the angelic hosts, which delights and animates the friend 
of Christ, and compe!s the wicked to depart in shame. 

Behold the individual who is clothed with it, and though he may be 


liumble, obscure, and the inhabitant of a lowly cottage, yet there you 
12 
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see one who through grace has conquered himself; who is the Victor 


of the world, and who has triumphed over the hosts of hell. There you 
behold one whose aspirations are heavenly, whose aims are godlike 
whose character is transparent, whose love is pure and diffusive, whose 
compassion embraces a world, and who is filled with the Holy Ghost. 
His influence is great. His virtues are esteemed by angels and men: 
and hisname and works will be long embalmed in the grateful recol- 
lections of mankind. For though limited and finite, he is the repre- 
sentative and living symbol of all the fullness and beauty of God. 
Look at this by contrast. What constituted the beauty of Joseph’ 
his royal apparel, or his godlike virtue? When did he appear the more 
lovely? When resisting a powerful temptation, or when riding in the 
chariot of Pharaoh?) When did Moses display the greater beauty! 
Was it as he participated in all the grandeur of the Egyptian court, or 
as he affectionately entreated Israel to follow obediently the divine con- 
mands? When did David appear in greater grandeur? when he con- 
quered Goliah, or when from deference to a divine command he would 
not hurt his persecutor Saul, because the king was the Lord’s anointed ! 
Was it when leading his people to victory, or when presenting to them 
a striking example of piety, and urging them to liberality and steadfast- 
ness in the ways of God? What constituted the real glory of Solomon! 
Was it his wealth and the splendor of his court, or his meek and fer- 
vent piety? When was that glory more apparent? as he humbly and 
earnestly sought wisdom from above that he might righteously govern 
his kingdom, or when showing to the Queen of Sheba his riches, the 
number of his attendants, and the magnificence of his palace !? W hen 
did he appear in more real grandeur? was it when offering prayer at 
the dedication of the temple, or when sacrificing with his idolatrous 
wives to heathen gods? When did Daniel exhibit the greater beauty ! 
was it in filling the chair of state, or because of piety in going with 
heavenly composure to the lion’s den? When did the Apostle Pau! 
appear more truly great? Was it as he sat at the feet of Gamaliel, of 
as he reasoned before Felix of righteousness, temperance, and judg: 
ment to come? Was it as he went with authority to Damascus to per 
secute the saints, or as he said to his sorrowing friends, What mean ye 
to weep and break my heart? for I am ready not to be bound only, but 
also to die at Jerusalem for the sake of the Lord Jesus. Which, think 
you, in these cases, shone with greater beauty; that which sprang from ~ 
the evil heart, and accorded with the habits of the world, or that which 
originated in piety and bore a resemblance to God? There cannot be 


| 


THE AMERICAN PULPIT. 135 


a doubt. The latter always has, and always will, beautify and ennoble 
its POSSeSSOF ; and the more he cultivates it the more extensive will be 
his influence and the more lovely his character. This it is which is 
more precious than rubies, and not to be compared with any thing we 
can desire. This it is which will give life to the soul and grace to the 
neck. This it is which adorns the head with an ornament of grace, 
which secures favor and good understanding in the sight of God and 
man, which makes the path to shine more and more unto the perfect 
day, and which delivers to the soul a crown of glory that shall never 
fade away. 

This moral loveliness is an expression of divine beauty. It does not 
spring from man’s corrupt heart. It is not congenial to the tastes of 
his unholy soul. It is not generated by blood, by birth, by education, 
or religious habits. It springs from God. ‘The Christian has no beau- 
ty, no holiness, but as Jesus imparts. it to him. He reflects it because 
God has put the Holy Spirit into his heart, and written divine laws upon 
his mind. But for this he would still be destitute of holiness, and the 
slave of sin. Do you see an individual whose soul, in all its disposi- 
tions, purposes and aims, beats in accordance with the will of heaven; 
who delights in the holiness and perfections of God ; who receives with 
devout gratitude and unqualified submission the whole word. of God ; 
who would not have it altered in a single particular if he could ; who 
mourns his numerous imperfections, and hungers and thirsts after 
righteousness ; who sighs and cries for the abominations of the land ; 
whose moral pulse throbs with spiritual compassion for his fellow men ; 
who labors and prays for the extension of the Savior’s glory; who es- 
teems it his highest honor and his greatest joy to serve and please the 
Lord; whose affections are fixed on things above, where Christ sitteth 
at the right hand of God; and who is pressing on to the heavenly Jeru- 
salem; in that individual you behold an expression of divine beauty. 
There the presence of God is seen. There the beams of the sun of 
righteousness are displayed. ‘True, they are not reflected as by the 
saints above, but still they are there. ‘That individual 1s a AG etd 
tive of Jesus. is soul is in communion with God. He dwells in God 
and God in him. As the stars are illuminated by the sun, and the drops 
of morning dew become resplendent by its beams, so the Perieian be- 
comes beautified by the possession of the Savior’s spirit. Pius 1 was 
Which gave the early disciples such power over the enemies of the 
cross. This compelled the foes of Jesus to honor his cause. A his con- 
strained them to admire the fortitude, the patience, and the kindness of 
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the saints, even when enduring grievous afflictions for his sake. And 


this it is which has given the true believing church such extensive infly- 
ence in every age. All true Christians reflect, in a greater or less de- 
gree, his presence. ‘Their spiritual existence is the product of his pow- 
er and love. ‘Their moral courage and decision are the expressions of 
his strength. Their graces are the fruits of his spirit. Their hope of 
glory is the indication of his residence in their hearts ; and their purity 
of character is the reflection of his beauty and holiness. Still, it is 
only a faint reflection; anew born infant reflecting the matured and 
glorious parent; a dew drop reflecting the sun. But they are going on 
to perfection. They are advancing in the knowledge of the Son of 
God; unto a perfect man; unto the measures of the stature of the full- 
ness of Christ. Soon they will more perfectly and visibly reflect the 
beauty of the Lord in a brighter and eternal world. 


For tho Guide to Holiness. 


EXTRACT FROM THE DIARY OF A LITTLE ONE. 


THERE are two characters [ cannot sympathise with—First, the 
sinner, who does not seek and serve God, because sentence 


against an evil work is not executed speedily ; and second, the 


backslider, who acknowledges that he sought the Lord through 
fear of his wrath and endless punishment, runs well for a season, 
and then, by his conduct, says he sees no beauty in Christ, his 
commands are grievous — the way too narrow —the path too 
straight — and soon turns again to the weak and beggarly elements 
of the world ; preferring the bondage of sin to the glorious liberty 
of the sons of God! _The first reason why I cannot sympathise 
with them is, I have not so learned Christ ; and the second is, be- 
cause of the first command given me after I found Christ, 
‘““As ye have therefore received Christ Jesus the Lord, so walk ye 
in him. ‘The fear of endless punishment was never an incentive 
with me to seek the Lord. Nor has it been, since, to keep his 
commands. I sought him because I loved him, tremblingly fearing 
I should meet with a repulse; always thought it would be the 
greatest honor that could be conferred on me, to have a seat and 
name with God’s people, and my greatest pleasure would be to 


love, serve, and obey him, and render a cheerful obedience to all 
his righteous commands. 
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It is now thirty years since | became soan love with Christ in 
the Christian, and the Christian in Christ — that I resolved to seek 
and strive, with all my ransomed powers, and to give myself no 
rest until this Savior was my Savior, and the Christian’s God my 
God. I sought him with all my heart, and in that hour found 
him; and I found him to be what I had so fondly anticipated, 
«The fairest among ten thousands, and the one altogether lovely !” 
His ways I found to be ways of pleasantness, and all his paths 
peace, prosperity, and love. ‘The yoke which he placed on me, 
and which I was to wear as a token and pledge of my fidelity and 
love, has always been easy and delightsome, ‘and all his burdens 
light. 

[ have never had occasion to be jealous, or to complain in the 
least of the absence, or requirements of this blesssed Jesus. He 
has never left or forsaken me, since the day he first visited me ; nor 
required me to do asingle duty without giving me ability to perform 
it; and, for my consolation, has given me the strongest assurance, 
that, so long as I keep his commands and the livery he gives me, 
clean, white and unspotted, [ shall abide in him, and his word and 
spirit shall abide in me. Sometimes I have had great fears and 
jealousies over myself; often fearing the reason I did not reflect 
more light from the Son of Righteousness, was because my gar- 
ments were not white and unspotted. 

These jealousies did not arise from any want of love I felt to 
my Savior, or that his commands had become grievous, as this has 
never been the case, (Glory to God!) ‘The more I know and _ 
learn of his character and attributes, the more I love and adore 
him. (Hallelujah!) When he first took possession of my heart, 
I thought I could never enjoy any more or greater bliss this side 
of heaven. His name, and every letter of ‘the name J-c- -S-U-S, 
Was so sweet and precious, that I would not read a book, however 
interesting, that had not the name of Jesus often found in it. 
But, O praise the Lord Jesus! what I then felt, and enjoyed, was 
only a little earnest of what I have since realized —a little rill, 
compared to a place of broad rivers and streams, Hallelujah ! 
Glory ! 

The query has often been presented to my mind, “ If Chris- 
tians do reflect Christ’s image, and manifest his spirit, in their 
looks, words, works and ways, and are indeed Christ’s representa- 
tives, as those were who led me to Christ, why are not sinners 
pointed to the Lamb of God, and saved now, the same as I and 
thousands of others? Oh, I ‘her it is heceune self, the world, and 
the flesh, are presented, and the cross, with Christ cricified on 
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it, kept back and behind them. I believe if the Church should 
‘come up out of the wilderness leaning on her beloved,” (what a 
lovely representation of the union between Christ and Christians 
and their dependence on him) the times of refreshing would 
soon come from the presence of the Lord, and the shouts of 
hozannas in the temple would soon drown the cries of the few 


who have so long been crying between the Porch and the Altar. 
March 14th, 1847. 


For the Guide to Holiness 


EXPERIENCE. 


“ Havine obtained help of God, I continue unto this day,” and 
have a good hope, through grace, of a blissful immortality beyond 
this vale of tears. At the age of twenty-seven, God for Christ’s 
sake, gave me an evidence that all my sins of youth and riper 
years, were freely pardoned ; and that 1 was one of his children. 
The work of pardon, or justification by faith, is a great work, and 
should never be lowered down, or forgotten. The evidence of 
that work is not always clear, and is sometimes lost. It was so 
in my case. At times I hada tolerably clear evidence of my ac- 
ceptance with God, and few, or no doubts remaining. At other 
times, it seemed to be all a work of my own, or but imaginary. 
I had the remains of a sinful, unbelieving heart; was often tempted, 
and was sometimes led astray by the devices of Satan. ‘This 
brought me into trouble. Then my confidence was gone, and | 
loathed, I abhorred myself as in dust and ashes before God. 

I believed, theoretically believed, in the doctrine of entire sanc- 
tification, as revealed in the Bible. I felt, and at times deeply 
felt, that I was not what I should be. And it appeared to me that 
I should be of little or no use in the world, as 1 then was; and it 
was doubtful about my ever reaching heaven. My time was most- 
ly employed in reading the Bible, and in the strict performance of 
Christian duties, though not a minister. Sometimes I felt happy, 
and shouted ; and sometimes I felt miserable, and doubted the en- 
tire work. I had no desire to give up, and go back into the 
world; but I wanted to be a Christian, a Bible Christian, “ an 
Israelite indeed, in whom there is no cuile.”’ | 

For this I sought, by fasting and prayer; and I thought I was 
willing to make any sacrifice, and perform any duty, could I but 


EXPERIENCE. 139 


be a Christian in the higher sense. About this time, a mother in 
Israel, who had professed and enjoyed the blessing of perfect love 
many years, said, with an expression and an emphasis that I shall 
never forget, “ Br. Bent, don’t be a dwarf in Israel—go on to 
higher attainments.” This was not without its influence upon 
my mind. Soon after this, I selected a retired spot, to pray par- 
ticularly for the blessing | so much desired. This I visited some 
two or three times a day, for two or three successive wecks; and 
as well as 1 knew how, asked God to sanctify my soul. I have 
no recollection of any special divine manifestations, till Saturday 
evening before the commencement of a camp-meeting, that was to 
be holden in Readfield. I had just returned from the class-meet- 
ing, and sat in the parlor, thinking of my situation, as a professed 
follower of Christ. Said Ito myself, “ When Christ was upon earth, 
he went away by himself, kneeled down upon the cold ground, 
and prayed ; and [ should do like him.” The sun had just sunk 
behind the western hills, and the full moon was shining in all her 
brightness, when I, in imitation of the Savior, went out into the 
field, kneeled down, and asked God to bless me. [soon felt that 
I was overshadowed by the Almighty, and that holy oil was poured 
upon me in rich abundance. I had, as intimated above, often 
prayed for the work of grace to be deepened in my heart; I had 
almost as often been afraid of the power. I had erroneously sup- 
posed that there must be, at least, a temporary suspension of the 
use of the bodily functions, or, that one must lose his strength in 
order to be sanctified. Life to me was strict, and I was afraid 
that I should die in going through that mysterious operation ; 
therefore, when I felt the power, and it seemed that God was about 
to do the work, I started, was afraid, and all was over for that 
time. But now I was not afraid of the power of God, and have 
never been afraid of it since; but my heart says, “ Let it come, 
in all its richness.”’> When I arose from my knees and went to the 
house, I felt well. I felt that God was in me, and all around me ; 
and that he was holy. ‘These holy, happy feelings continued with 
me through the night, which | passed without much sleep. I had 
something better to do. Sometimes I could hardly tell whether 
I was in the body or out—whether I was in heaven or on earth. 
But while I lay, | praised and prayed ; I felt that all was full of 
God, and God was love. I said little or nothing about my feel- 
ings, and indeed I knew not what to make of them. However, I 
concluded that God had given me a clear evidence of my justifica- 
tion, and was preparing me for the work of sanctification, which 
he had already commenced in my heart. Probably, with these 
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views and feelings, I went to camp-meeting, praying every moment 
while on the way. The first view of the place was delightful, 
and the cry of my soul was, “ Sanctify me while here.”” Much of 
the preaching was to that point, and I listened with pleasure and 
profit. I was a good hearer. I soon found that I was in good 
company, and that I had good help, especially the help of sister 
cS , one of the excellent of the earth. I prayed much in the 
tents and in private, and was willing to be slain in any place, and 
remain slain for any length of time that God should please, could 
[ but be made right. 

On Wednesday, I think it was, I said to the above named good 
sister, ““ What more can I do?  I[ have prayed again and again— 
I am willing to give up all, and do any thing that God requires.” 
She replied, “‘ Perhaps the work 7s wrought, only believe.” That 


~ moment I believed, was emptied, and was filled. I felt that God 


was as near me as the air I breathed, and sweet peace was all 
around. I then had the evidence of a work, which I now think, had 
previously been wrought. However, it is possible that I had re- 
ceived a new and more abundant baptism of the Holy Ghost. I 
had been happy with an evidence of justification, and had felt to 
serve God; but I was now swallowed up and lost in the ocean of 
God’s love. ‘There was a richness and a sweetness, that tongue 
or pen cannot express. ‘The fear of man, which had often brought 
asnare, was gone. I felt that I was upheld by God, and my 
tongue was loosed to speak forth his praise. I could say, 


“ll praise my Maker while I’ve breath, 
And when my voice is lost in death 
Praise shall employ my nobler powers ; 
My days of pain shall ne’er be past, 
White life, and thought, and being last, 
Or immortality endures.” 


At the close of the day I retired, in feeble health, with damp 
clothes and feet ; but all was well. While I lay upon my back, 
with my eyes closed, it seemed to me that heaven was open, and 
that light and glory inexpressible beamed forth from that holy 
place. The truths of the Bible, too, appeared like “apples of 
gold in pictures of silver,” and I then, for the first time, felt that 
1 must preach, and that God would help me. 

Oren Bent. 

East Poland, Me., April 4, 1847. 
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